Raising Aspirations in Leicester

Activities for Primary schools provided by Connexions Leicester Shire

‘Exploring my Future’
Introduction

Following discussion with Richard Whitehouse in April 2010 around raising aspirations in primary schools and how this could contribute to reducing NEET and the raising of the participation age, it was decided to run a pilot primary careers education programme in a city primary school. The school, Folville Junior was selected by the LA as being a good school that would be receptive to this type of activity. 
This programme was designed to inform primary school children about their learning and work options.  The programme encouraged pupils to explore the core principles of careers education - self-awareness, opportunity awareness, decision-making skills, researching information and making successful transitions.

Research has shown that some children have already ‘closed down’ their options in relation to further/higher education by the time they have reached secondary school.

Too many young people are missing the opportunity to study in further education and/or university, because they are not introduced to the idea early enough.  
This programme is an effective model for engaging children, which will help towards raising aspirations.

The activities were impartial and suitable for all students. They also helped introduce teaching/support staff to the principles of careers education.
The programme was delivered on 5 consecutive Thursday afternoons. It was hoped to have a 6th session when a visit to a college or university could be arranged but time did not allow this to happen. The group consisted of 15 year 6 pupils.
All learning outcomes were mapped against the Careers Education Framework 7-19 for Key stage 2
Aims:

· To raise aspirations of young people

· To empower young people to plan and manage their own futures

· To increase self-awareness and self-esteem

· To increase life chances

· To actively promote equality of opportunity and challenge stereotypes

· To raise awareness of further/higher education for both students and parents
Activities

The activities included:
‘All about me’, ‘Dragon’s Den’, ‘Deserted island’, ‘Graduation ceremony’.
Feedback

The programme has proved to be extremely successful with very positive comments coming from the children, school staff and parents.
Parents’ comments
“This type of programme should be available to all children of this age”

“She was very excited about her future possibilities”

They learnt “that there are more options open to them”

Feedback from pupils included

“I’ve learnt some skills we need in the future”

“It helped me make good decisions”

What did you learn?

· “We need to think about different jobs”
· “You need more information to make a decision”

· “Choose your job wisely”

· “Don’t judge people”

· “I learnt the word stereotype”

·  “Anyone can do any job”

· “About growing up”

· “Nurses can be men”

· “Doctors aren’t always what you may think they are”

· “Women can do heavy jobs”

· “Disabled people can be strong and helpful”
· “A man and woman can do any job”

· “Male and females are able to do anything” 
Feedback from school staff:
“The self-esteem you gave some of our vulnerable children shocked staff as they watched usually timid children present ideas with confidence” Headteacher

“Interaction with parents was great” Headteacher

“The discussion in Year 6 is about jobs and college rather than television and sport” Headteacher

“It brought quieter students to be more open and really helped those that normally have one to one support to work more independently” Support staff

“I liked the fact that you included all of the students and their opinions” Support staff 
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Connexions are exploring how the project can be rolled out to other schools as a charged service.  As this supports the Leicester city priorities including raising aspirations we would welcome further discussion with the LA and Headteachers about the possible roll out process.
Children and Connexions staff at the ‘Graduation’ ceremony
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