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Information sheet for schools
Introduction

The Country Trust is a national educational charity (registered with the Charity Commission, no. 1122103) that has been organising and conducting educational day and week long visits to the countryside for 30 years.  The Trust’s services enable more than 400 schools throughout the country’s urban areas to provide high quality educational excursions to farms, estates, woodlands, nature reserves and rural businesses for their pupils.  The Country Trust makes no charge for its services, its network of rural hosts by and large receive a group of children on their farms for free as their privately invited guests.

What is involved in organising a visit with The Country Trust?

The Country Trust identifies schools in disadvantaged areas of towns and cities throughout England and Wales.  Once a school has agreed to join the Trust’s programme, the regional manager will give the school dates of visits to hosts within an hour’s drive of the city.  The Trust will make all the arrangements with the host and notify the school of the day’s itinerary.  The school arranges and pays for the transport to the host and back to the school.  The Trust will provide the school with a generic risk assessment covering all the hazards likely to be encountered on a trip to the countryside.  It is the responsibility of the school to carry out its own risk assessment to ensure it is satisfied that all precautions have been taken to safeguard the children and teachers attending the visit.  After the visit, the school will receive an evaluation form from the Trust for feedback purposes.  

Important points to note:

· The visit is organised by The Country Trust.  All the school needs to do is book transport for the day.

· The school is at all times responsible for the children while they are away from the school.

· The group must be equipped with adequate clothing for the time of year.  Most of the day will be spent outdoors.

· The day’s activities will be “hands on” with heavy emphasis on experiencing the countryside through sight, sound, smell and touch.

· The group must bring packed lunches for the children and any other food and drink the school feels is necessary for the age group attending.  Shelter will be provided for lunch should the weather be inclement.

· The Country Trust carries public liability insurance of £10,000,000.  The Trust’s hosts are also required to carry public liability insurance.

· Please remember that the Trust’s hosts are offering their time and resources for free because they believe that offering opportunities to urban children to experience the countryside is a worthy cause.  The Trust asks that schools write thank you letters to the hosts after the visit.  These letters are much enjoyed by the hosts, who are keen to know how the visit has benefited the children.

A typical visit to a farm or estate might take the following format:

09:00

Leave school 

10:30

Arrive at host

10:45 to 12:00
Tour of farm, including livestock and arable operations

12:00 to 12:45
Lunch and play time

12:45 to 13:45
Visit woodland with forester and gamekeeper

13:45 to 14:30
Tour of vegetable garden

14:30 

Leave host for return to school

15:30

Arrive back at school
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