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6th February 2012.
CPH Co Chairs Andrew Marshall from St John’s and Mark Ingham from Uplands Infants.  Vice Chairs – Trudy Lower, Green Lane Infants and Gillian Blatherwick, Hazel Primary.

I’m afraid I’m not at work today – I started with a cough on Saturday evening and now have a cracking headache, aching limbs, runny nose and eyes etc. Luckily I’d written my newsletter earlier so here it is.

What a short half term this has been following on from last term’s marathon!  I hope you all get an opportunity to ‘recharge your batteries’ over half term.  Next half term will be busy and important as there will be budget decisions made that will affect all schools and services.  I know the LA is working hard too and many colleagues are facing uncertainties about their jobs into the future.  I really believe that the only way to get through these trying times is to work together.  Keep telling me what you think and I will keep representing you to the best of my ability.
Pam Weston – Strategic Primary Lead Headteacher. 
Strategic Primary Lead Headteacher.
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This post was advertised in the TES last Friday and so I am now able to attach the job description and person specification in my newsletter.  If you wish to see the advert, visit the link and / or apply http://www.sdsa.net  I want to encourage anyone who is considering it to ‘have a go.’  This is a lovely job with lots of opportunities to make a difference for heads and for children in this city.
EDL

The EDL march is over andI just wanted to let you know that Children’s Services sent a letter from the Director, Rachel Dickinson to all parents of children in our secondary schools telling them about what was going to happen in the city on Saturday.  Part of this letter was to encourage our young people not to go into the city centre.  Extra events were laid on for young people.  Every secondary aged pupil was also given a leaflet printed by CYPS telling them the possible outcomes of becoming involved.  Thanks to the CYPS for working proactively with other agencies including the police to try and keep our young people out of trouble.
Would you like to know more about ADHD and how to manage children with the condition? 

Then this is for you – a multi agency event on Friday 2nd March 2012,  9am – 1pm at ADHD Solutions,  St Gabriel’s Community Centre,  Kerrysdale Avenue, Leicester  LE4 7GH 
£25.00 per person, payable in advance by cheque made out to ADHD Solutions and sent to the address above or by invoice. 

Contact us on 0116 261 0711 

Email-  info@adhdsolutions.org 
Ofsted – useful summary of recent announcements.
· 'Satisfactory' becomes 'Requires Improvement'. 
· On the third consecutive inspection at this grade the school will be put into special measures - three strikes and you're out. 
· There is no 'notice to improve', just 'requires improvement' and special measures. 
· Inspections for schools that 'require improvement' will take place every 12-18 months, giving a three year time limit to achieve good. 
· Schools currently satisfactory will not be relabelled and will remain with that description until their next inspection. 

· This will now be open to consultation with a view to implementation in September 
Message from Michel Laurent Regisse with opportunity to twin with a school in Shropshire.

“I have been in correspondence with the Head of Cockshutt Primary school in Shropshire ( http://www.cockshutt.shropshire.sch.uk/Index.html ) who leads a small local network of three other Primaries and one Secondary school.  The network already has established links with Pakistan but now want to establish learning links with some Primaries and a Secondary school in Leicester because of its contrasting urban diversity compared to their rural experience.

 

This network of schools is planning to visit Leicester on 23rd or 29th May, to visit some Places of Faith and to experience diverse cultures from a visit to a shopping area (the “Golden Mile” and to a potential Link Primary.

 

It would be helpful to know if there are Primary schools in the city who would be willing to extend the hand of friendship to this network and establish a sustained link with them.  This link would particularly relate to Years 5 & 6 classes.  The benefit for Leicester Primaries would be to establish links for a variety of curriculum, and professional learning purposes where the strengths of our diverse cultural mix could be shared, and in return our schools could learn from the networked learning in classes in a distinctly rural setting.  The network would like to link with up to four Primaries in Leicester. 

 

Please could interested schools email me in the first instance so that I can integrate them with the initial planning the Closing the Gap team is undertaking to host these visits in May? (email:  michel.laurent-regisse@leicester.gov.uk  or call 0116 252 6049).”

 

Protecting our Children.

I don’t usually recommend TV programmes but last week’s Protecting our Children (Monday BBC 2 at 9p.m.)  must surely have woken some people up to the kind of families that we all have to work with and the challenges presented for Social Care.  I hope this week’s is as good.   

 Gulliver’s Travels at Curve.
I recently received the following e mail:

I would like to take the opportunity to let you know about our New Production Of Gulliver’s Travels, and the Education Programme that will accompany it. 

Dragon Breath Theatre and Curve are bringing the tale of Gulliver’s Travels, to life for modern audiences with their celebrated epic, visual performance style, in award-winning playwright Peter Rumney’s funny and powerful play.  The production is supported by an Education Programme exploring Transition, Citizenship, and literacy (KS 2/3)

We are providing:

Outreach Workshops in Schools – Workshops will be available as a companion to the production. They will focus on developing Literacy skills with young people through drama and creative writing. It will concentrate heavily on Transition, which is a key part of the story, and can be related to the students.

Inside Out – The Inside Out day is designed to give students a rich insight into theatre and the story of Gulliver’s Travels. Students will have the opportunity to work on stage with the cast to explore the piece in more depth.

Inset Training for Teachers at Key Stage 2 & 3 - Our Inset training will provide teachers with useful and inspiring ideas to develop their classroom skills. Teachers will work alongside writer and poet Peter Rumney (Winner of the Arts Council England Best Play Award 2002).  It will give you sufficient confidence to introduce into your teaching a number of new approaches that will add interest to lessons, encourage children to think and enhance their learning.
	EDUCATION PROGRAMME FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
EXPERIENCE CURVE

	THU 24 MAY - SAT 2 JUN
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	GULLIVER'S TRAVELS
24 MAY - 2 JUN 2012
STUDIO PERFORMANCE
By Peter Rumney
Based on the classic book by Jonathan Swift World premiere of a new stage adaptation for schools and family audiences aged 9+
It’s 1699. Lemuel Gulliver sets sail from England for lands unknown. Shipwrecked, he finds himself to be a powerful giant in one land, a tiny plaything in another. Then, abandoned by his crew, he discovers a flying island and a strange world where men are beasts ruled by beautiful, civilised horses. Meanwhile, Gulliver’s daughter Molly waits at home for his return and to hear his extraordinary tale. But Gulliver’s adventures have changed him for ever…. Can Molly help him truly return to the world he left behind?
Dragon Breath and Curve bring Swift’s tale to life for modern audiences with their celebrated epic, visual performance style in award-winning playwright Peter Rumney’s funny and powerful play.

Tickets £8.00
(Discounts are available)
Show times 10.30am, 1.30pm, 2.30pm & 7pm




 HYPERLINK "https://www.curvetickets.co.uk/online/searchResults.asp?BOset::WScontent::SearchCriteria::search_criteria=Gulliver&doWork::WScontent::search=1" \o "\"Book Now\" t " 
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	MAY - JUN 2012
GULLIVER'S TRAVELS OUTREACH WORKSHOPS

These pre show workshops will be offered in school as a companion piece to support the production of Gulliver’s Travels. The workshops will focus on developing Literacy skills with young people through drama and creative writing. Exploring the themes of Transition and Citizenship, the school based workshop will engage students in a dialogue around difference and moral choices.

One FREE workshop to schools bringing groups of 30 or more (subject to availability)
Contact Matthew our Participation & Learning Co-ordinator by calling 0116 242 3560 or emailing m.runham@curvetheatre.co.uk
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	15 JUN 2012, 9.30AM - 3.00PM
GULLIVER'S TRAVELS LITERACY CPD/INSET FOR TEACHERS AT KS2 & KS3

Working alongside Gulliver’s Travels writer and poet Peter Rumney (winner of the Arts Council England Best Play Award 2002, and shortlisted for many children’s writing awards) the workshop will explore:

Creative ways to develop key literacy skills with students 
Ways to understand and explore classic text 
Language and structure in creative writing 
Play text and poetry 
Persuasive writing

£100 for the day per person
£150 for 2 participants from the same school
Contact Ticket Office on 0116 242 3595 to book.
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	30 MAY & 31 MAY 2012, 1.00PM - 2.30PM
INSIDE OUT

Suitable for KS2 and KS3

The Inside Out theatre day is designed to give students a rich experience of theatre. Having seen the 10.30am performance of Gulliver's Travels, the students will stay on to participate in a large scale education workshop in the afternoon. Students will have the opportunity to work on stage with the cast and characters to explore the piece in more depth. The experience will immerse the students into the world of the story and its many dilemmas.

£3 per person when bought with a ticket to see the show
Contact Ticket Office on 0116 242 3595 to book.







Dates for your diary.
CPH Meetings for this year – for those new to the city or post  these are meetings organised for all primary heads by primary heads.   They usually take place from 1- 3p.m. at the City Learning Centre, Beaumont Leys.
Meeting dates for the year are as follows: 
Monday 27th February

Monday 30th April

Monday 11th June

Leicester Leaders Partnership Meetings for this year-  these are the meetings hosted by the LA for all Leicester heads and deputies, they last a full morning 8.30 – 12.30 no lunch is provided but there is light breakfast from 8a.m.
23rd March

18th May

6th July

Development Group Dates – these are cross phase meetings of heads held in neighbourhood areas about twice a term. 
DG1 – Tuesday 7th February 1.30p.m. at Barley Croft
DG2 and 3 – Thursday 15th March 1.30 at Mellor Primary
DG4 – Friday 16th March 1.30 at Moat. 

DG 5 – Tuesday 6th March 9.30 at Crown Hills
DG 6 – Wednesday 8th February 9.15 at the St Thomas More rooms.
DG 7 –  Thursday 9th February 1.30 at West Gate.
 Pam Weston – 0116 299 5947       Mob: 07882 772487      
E mail pam.weston@leicestercph.org.uk
Website www.leicestercph.org.uk
CPH -SDSA, 1st Floor, Alliance House, 6 Bishop Street, Leicester. LE1 6AF.
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LEICESTER CITY PRIMARY HEADS are looking to appoint a





STRATEGIC PRIMARY LEAD HEADTEACHER





For a three year appointment from September 2012 until end of August 2015 (in the first instance)





L20 – L26         £59,809 - £69,275





Leicester primary schools wish to replace their successful champion and advocate. This post was created in 2009 by Leicester’s primary schools to provide a strategic lead role across the city and strengthen school improvement through collaboration. 





Further details and application forms available at www.sdsa.net


SDSA, Alliance House, 6 Bishop Street, Leicester, LE1 6AF 


or by email from � HYPERLINK "mailto:peter.chilvers@sdsa.net" �peter.chilvers@sdsa.net�. Closing date


                     Friday 2nd March.








