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‘Passport to Music’ School Concerts & Teacher Training Programme
The Philharmonia Orchestra has been Orchestra in Residence at De Montfort Hall (DMH) for over 14 years, bringing world-class conductors and soloists across a Season of nine concerts per year.  Alongside this Series, the Philharmonia has a strong commitment to its community and education work, working across the City in a number of partnerships reaching c.2000 people, young and old, per annum.
There have been many studies showing the benefits of music can have on a child’s development, both personal and academic. Music can develop a child’s free expression, can be used as a teaching aid across a wide range of subject and can enhances children’s creativity.
Some of the benefits taking part and learning music can bring include:
· Language and its natural rhythms are developed through singing songs and through chants and rhymes

· Social skills are developed by collaborating when creating and performing a piece
· Motor skills are developed: for instance, gross through dance and movement work; fine through playing instruments

· The exploration of sound, and how their evolution has connections to science and maths
· Creative work in music can allow participant’s ideas to be accepted and valued, leading to an increase in self-confidence.
Philharmonia Orchestra Concert
With around 28,000 primary school children on roll at any one time in Leicester City, the Philharmonia Orchestra and Leicester City Council propose working together to ensure that every KS2 school child in Leicester by 2014 has the opportunity to hear the Philharmonia Orchestra in a specially tailored education concert at DMH, making Leicester City the first area to achieve this in the UK.  In addition, we plan to offer a series of professional development programmes on using music in the classroom, from cross-curricular working to social integration, and to partner this with supporting materials for pupils and staff using digital resources. 
Invitation to join Steering Group
Leicester City Council and the Philharmonia Orchestra wish to ensure that this project meets the needs and priorities of all Leicester City primary schools, so that your staff, pupils and school environment can truly benefit from this programme of activity.  
We understand that time is precious, but we would very much like to invite you to join a steering group that will help us take this project forward in the most effective way.  Our first key discussion points include:

· How can we make it as easy as possible for schools to ensure logistically we reach every KS2 pupil in Leicester City?

· Who should attend the teacher development programmes?
· How does music fit into everyday life at Leicester City schools? Are people aware of the academic and social benefits that working with music brings to a child’s development? How can we instil confidence to use music in the classroom?
We would like to hold the first of these meetings in January 2011 – taking place on one of the dates below:  
· Tuesday 11 January 2011 - 2pm
· Wednesday 19 January 2011- 4pm
All meetings will last approximately 1 ½ hours.

If you are interested in being involved, please contact Julia Williamson, Head of Education, Philharmonia Orchestra on 020 7921 3925 or by email at julia.williamson@philharmonia.co.uk.
We look forward to hearing from you soon, and please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions

Best wishes
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